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MEA TRE FB 8 
THE PREACHER. 
‘Give attendance to reading,'o exhortation, to doctrine.’ 
A SERMON 
ON REPENTANCE. 

. BY A. H. CURTIS. 

“The goodness of God leadeth to repentance.”— 
Rom. ii. 4. . 

Repentance does not consist merely in a sor- 
row fur »imes committed; neither does it 
consisi merely in a cessation to do wickedly, 
or in. an outward abstinance from some gross 
crimes; but it consists in a reformation from 
former evil courses, and a resolution to perform 
that which is right. Repentance to be real, 
must also proceed from proper motives. These 
motives are, 1. A conviction of the hein- 
ousness of former evil practices; and 2. A 
sense. of the divine goodness of God, and a 
heartfelt desire to be conformed to his will 
and the requirements of his laws. 

Of repentance there are two kinds; the 
one may be termed legal, the other evangeli- 














i. repentanee is produced by a feer of 
punishment ; which operates in a way of for- 
ced obedience, without producing any love to 
God, veneration for his.character, or confor- 
wity of heart to the requirements of the Gos- 

1. This species of repentance often exhi- 
bit itself, by disfigured countenances, dewn- 
east eyes, and all the marks of gloom, melan- 
choly end discontent. It does not free the 
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mind from the dread of an angry God, neither 
does it create a love of holiness and a dislike 
tosin. Hence we frequently hear professors 
of Christianity, and even sometimes preachers 
of the Gospel, manifest their inveterate hatred 
to virtue, by a pretence that the way of holi- 
hess is filled with thorns, while that of sin is 
stewed with flowers. 

How often have we heard them exhort their 
hearers to forego the pleasures of sin, deny 
themselves the happiness which it produces, 
in order to @scape eternal torment! With 
what vehemence do they dwell on the wrath 
of God, and his eternal displeasure against 
his offspring! Their scenes are laid in the 
bottomless pit ; there they point us to the vie- 
tims of ene | vengeance weltering in li- 
quid fire ; by which wag Sw to frighten 
their hearers to repent. But that repentance 
which is produced by the fear of hell, profit- 





religion ; it may force an outward obedience 
» the requirements of the gospel; it may in- 
duce people to make 

{ much love to God and no Me op 
ligion; but ales! the heart is the reccptacle 
of ell abomination. There im, there must be 
a secret hatred to God, a seeret desire to sin. 
Hence the fact, that such people represent sin 


the path of duty while here on earth is hedged 
in on every side, filled with thorns and bram- 
bles—while the way of the 

strewed with flowers—that it is all sunshine 
and peace? Yet, say they, you must forege 
these pleasures ; you must deny yourselves; 
you mast ‘take up your cross ;’ suffer all these 
privetions and saerifices, in order to insure 
to yourselves eterns! happiness in the future 
world. This, my hearers, is legal repentance ; 
and the effects of it will last just as long as 
the fear which produced it continues, Be 
longer. Hence it is, that we see among pro- 
fessers of religion sueh @ pronenese te-: 
commission of low and secret acts of wieker 
ness. It is proverbial, and I re it with 
regret, that * who profess the most of this 
kind of religion, are the most difficult people 
to deal with. They do not serve God because 
they love him, but because they dread his 
anger. They take ne pleasure in the perform- 
ance of any acts of duty, because they are 
prompted by a fear of offending the unchange- 
abie Jehovah, rather than a love of justice. 
If they deal justly with their fellow men, it 
is not because they respeet them as brethren, 
but because they dread the anger of God—be- 
cause they fear an endless hell. 

How miserable are the victims of such e 
repentance! It is not the “ goodness of Gad” 
that has led them toit; fear, not love, is the 
mainspring of all their religion. ; 

No wonder, then, that such Christians should 
declaim against the doctrine of God’s Impar- 
tial Goodness—no wonder they should dread 
the consequence of people believing in the 
final salvation of all men; for those who have 
no other stimulus to action then the fear of 
Almighty vengeanee, may well dread the con- 
sequence of removing this only incentive to 
virtue, and dissuasive from vice. Hence their 
frequent confessions, if they believed in the 
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give vent to their unholy passions by the com- 
mission of every kind of wickedness. 
It was this species of repentance that indu- 


ced Pharaoh to release the peculiar people of . 


‘God. It was not from a sense of duty; it 
was not from a love to that people, or a desire 
.to.do them good, but from a fear of the threat- 


ened judgements of God. Therefore, as soon | 


as their fears had subsided, he pursued after 


_them, with the intent of again subjecting them | 
Do not many of the professors | 


-to bondage. 
of religion of moderna time manifest the same 
disposition ? They virtually confess, that were 
‘it not for the fear of endless torture, they 
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gratitude and love to God, exemplified im s 
; cheerful observance of all the requirements of 
the Gospel » diffusing a lasting influence thro’ 
the thoughts and actions of life, regulating the 
feelings and temper of the heart. The sub- 
ject of this repentance considers all men as 
brethren, being children of the same Father. 
He feels rejoiced that God should stand at the 
helm of the Universe, and is perfectly resigned 
to whatever dispensation of Providence he is 
called to eudure. He deals uprightly with all 
‘men, because in so doing he enjoys the most 
, happiness, and this happiness proceeds from 
| the reflection of having contributed to the well- 





“would be the grossest sinners. Shali we be- | being of ‘his fellow creatures. Perh he 
lieve them? “Out of the “abundance of the | may not-make so yiekt a show of religiep as 
“heart the mouth speaketh.” Is this kind of ; those who obey through fear; for the wetship 
‘repentance good and acceptable unto “ Him | which he performs is ay act of the beart; he 
who cannot look upon sin, save with abhor- |'worships God in “spirit and in: truth,” and 
‘rence ?” “ And seeketh such to worship him | not through vain ceremonies and established 
‘as do it in spirit and in truth?” “If ye love | forms, He shuns the haunts of vice, beesuse 
“me keep my commandments,” was the in- | he takes no pleasure in them. He knows that 
‘junction of our Lord. “ He. that loveth not, | sin is the never-failing cause of misery, there- 





noweth not God; for God is love.” 

’ Now it is manifest, that such repentance, as 
‘is produced by fear, or any other motive, save 
‘that of love to God and his creatures, is not 
‘that repentanee which is necessary to consti- 
‘tute us children of God. We still remain 
‘eharacteristically the children of the devil ; 
anid though we may not openly do his works, 
yet we have a secret dislike to every thing 
“that is good, and a continual longing after the 
“World and-its-vanities. And until we receive 
“that evangelical repentance which the gospel 
‘recognizes, we must be miserable. 

2. Evangelical repentance is that which is 
produced by a sense of divine goodness, and 
the justice and equity of all the dealings of 
God. “The goodness of God leadeth to re- 
~pentance,” or reformation. 

“The repentance so frequentiy enjoined by 
-Jesus Christ-and his followers, was « reforma- 


-tion, or * turning from idois to serve the liv- | 


‘ing God.” The same injunctions are as appli- 
‘Gable to us at the present day, as they were 
“to them. - All stand in need of repentance; 
all are more or less idolators, possessing at- 
*tacliments to worldly objects more or less strong 
‘as those objects are more or less valued by 
‘us. The object which engrosses our strong- 
est affections becomes an idol, and diverts our 
‘attention from the more weighty matters of 
religion. Hence we see the necessity of re- 
- spentance or reformation. Evangelical repent- 
“alice is produced ‘by a heartfeit belief in the 
‘goodness of God, and the propriety of observ- 
ing all the requirements of his divine law.— 
“This species of repentance removes all fear of 
‘punishment, enabling the sinner to repose the 
‘utmost confidence in his Creator, causing the 
heart to rejoice and abound with love which is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

The fruits of evangelical repentance, are, 


fore he avoids it. He is sensible that virtue 
is its own reward, and that the reward consists 
in the acts themselves; and not in a future re- 
compense. He does not. expect to. receive 
eternal life in payment for good offices here; 
for that is the “ gift of God.” He feels that 
he has received all the recompense which 
these good offices merit, through the conscious- 
ness of having performed his duty, and con- 
tributed to the happiness of his fellow-beings. 
in short, evangelical repentance is a cessation 
to do evil, and the performance of that which 
is good ; not through the fear of endless torture, 
but from motives of love to God, and all his 
holy, wise and just laws. 

The importance of this species of repent- 
ance is perfectly obvious. So long as we re- 
main at enmity with God, so long we must be 
| unhappy, let our course of conduct be what it 
may. 
ede: As often as we deviate from the 
| path of rectitude, repentance becomes again 
| necessary ; although it is contended by, some, 
| that once repenting is suffieient for a whole 
life-time. Therefore, it is frequently the case, 
that after a man has repented, and gone thro’ 
with some formalities, such as praying, joining 
the church, &c. he sits down contented. He 
is born again, his heart is changed, and if 
hereafter he chance to fall into sin, it is all laid 
to the weakness of the flesh, or the tempte- 
tions of the devil, and the man exonerates 
himself from punishment, by reason of having 
experienced the new birth. 

3. Of the necessity of Repentance. 

When we consider that all men are sinners, 





and in a stete of enmity against God, and that 


without holiness no man can see the Lord, the 
necessity of repentance, or a complete reform- 





will be perfectly obvious. Repentance is ne- 
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cessary to our present peace. The righteous 
aman is a happy man and useful to his fellows ; 
and without it no man can be admitted to the 
joys of the heavenly world. 

© Repentance and the new birth, to me ap- 
pear synonymous, without which, all Christ- 
jans. admit the impossibility of future happi- 
ness. That the new birth, so called in scrip- 
ture, implies a radical change of nature, to 
me-appears hardly possible, since our natures 
are such as God saw fit to niake them; and 
he has doubtless made them as they should be, 
and if so,.a change would make them as they 
should not be. But the truth is, we have 
corrupted ourselves. We doubiless 


from sin, and fit for the enjoyment of heaven. 
Af not, what meant oyr Saviour, when he said, 
“Except ye repent and become as a little 
ild, ye can in no wise enter into the king- 
dom of heaven,” and, “‘ Suffer little children 
te come unto me, &c. for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven?” From these declarations 
of.our Lord it would seem, that our nature is 
at-first right, and such as it pleased God to 
make it; but we have corrapted our natures ; 
we have made them wrong by our misconduct. 
Hence the change that is necessary, is a 
change of practice. When a man is in an 
errour, he is required to change his principles. 
Nicodemus, who was a Jew, was required to 
become a Christian. This, in those days, was 
termed -a‘new birth, or being born again, 
xhich»is synonymous with repentance or re- 
“trnration ;: all of which implies a change—a 
dange of belief—a change of conduet. In 
dort, to “‘ cease to do evil, and learn to do 
rell.” This however must proceed from the 
ight motive ; not through fear of a future hell 
dfire and brimstone, nor toe purchase an eternal 
nheritance ; but from that love to God which 
kads to repentance, reformation or good works. 
A moral change must be effected before we 
an be meet subjects for the enjoyment of 
heaven and happiness. No man can be happy 
ia sin, either here or hereafter. Sin brings its 
own recompense in just. measure upon the sin- 
wer, and will so continue until sin is destroyed. 
He must be miserable just as long as he re- 
Mains a sinner; but when he repents and 
ceases from sin, he ceases to be a sinner, and 
when he becomes holy he becomes happy. 
Herein is the necessity of repentance, for 
without it no man can be happy, either here 
or hereafter. And if there. is any portion of 
the human family who shall never repent, it 
is manifest that that portion can never be sa- 
ved; “for without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord.” But that all men shall finally re- 


9} pent, and become the humble and devout wor- 


shippers of the true God, is proved by the 
ost plain and positive declarations of scrip- 
“ All the ends of the world shall re- 
member and turn to the Lord, and all the kind- 


or came , 
-drqm the hand of our Creator, innocent, free 





reds of the nations shall worship before him.” 
** And they shall not teach every one his neigh- 
bour and every one his brother, sayiug know 


: the Lord, for all shall know him from the least 


unto the greatest.” And “at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in hea- 
ven, of things on earth, and things under the 
earth ; and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.” It is moreover declared, that Jesus 
Christ shall make an end of sin, destroy Satan 
and all his works and reconcile all men to 
God. 

4. If all men shall become holy and 
in a future state of existence, wherein is 
necessity of repentance in this ? 

This question is often propounded to Uni- 
versalists, and betrays much weakness in the 
one that asks it, as well as ignorance of our 
sentiments. Suppose, for example, a man was 
assured that in twenty years hence he would 
come in possession of a large estate, would it 
be wisdom in that man to neglect the common 
concerns of life, go half starved and half na- 
ked, because he was sure of living in affla- 
ence twenty years hence? Because a man 
expects to be happy in a future state, is he 
justifiable in taking that course which will 
make him miserable during this life? We 
shoyld neither consider it wisdom nar pru- 
dence, for a man to make himself miserable 
here, because he expects to be h hereaf- 
ter. We know that future salvation is not to 
be purchased by our. present ebedience, We 
know also, that virtue is its own reward. T 
moment the sinner ceases from sin and be- 
comes holy, he becomes happy , and this is 
the only true source of happiness, either hege 
or hereafter. 

We shall be happy because we shall be holy, 
not because we were holy while here ; for 
our holiness in this life, if we have any, we 
receive our reward as we proceed; and the 
same may be said in regard to the future. We 
shall be be y, because we are holy, and not 
because we have been holy. Now, if holiness 
will make us happy in a future world, it will 
also make us happy here; and if happiness is 
desirable hereafter, it is nevertheless desirable 
here. Why then should we pursue that course 
which will make us miserable, and despised 
by our neighbours in this life, because we 
have the assurance that in a future state we 
shall repent and be saved from sin. . 

Again: Has God given us assurance that 
our future existence shall be a state of holiness 
and complete happiness, and shall we exer- 
cise no gratitude for the. glorious assurance ? 


Shall we go and blaspheme the mame of. Him 
who is the authour ef these joyfulBopes of 
future blessedness ? Or rather, ‘pot our 
hearts overflow with itude to God, for the 


at love wherewith he hath loved us? 
“The goodness of God leadeth to repent- 








63 
ance ;”” and he who has the assurance of the 
unlimited benevolence of his Creator, in pre- 
paring.an eternal rest of holiness and peace, 
at his. right hand, for his reception, will not 
fail to love him for his loving kindness. ‘The 
grace of God that bringeth salvation to all 
men hath appeared; teaching that denying 

liness and worldly lusts we should live 
soberly, righteously and godly in the present 
world.” 

Now the Apostle was of opinion that the 
appearance of the grace of God, which bring- 
eth salvation toall men, would have the effect 
to produce repentance, and teach men to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires, and live so- 
berly, righteously and godly, ever in this life, 
without the hope of a future recompense.— 
Therefore let men every where repent. With- 
out it we must be miserable—with it we may 
be happy. Therefore as we desire happiness, 
Jet us seek repentance. And may God aid us 
in our desires for repentance, for a cessation 
from ell iniquity and the practice of virtue. 


. THE BSSAYIsST. 
AN ESSAY ON CHRISTIANITY. 
NO. V. 

ON INSPIRATION. 

It is wisdom never to contend for more than 
tan'be maintained. When the Christian as- 
sumes a position from which the batteries of 
the Infidel dislodge him, he is in danger of 
losing ‘the ground co which he has a just 
elaim.' He should therefore examine carefully 
his own strength that he may not, by the ex- 
orbitancy of his claims, provoke a severer com- 
bat than he can sustain. 

The Bible is an ancient book. It contains 
many good things—much knowledge of the 
human heart, and discloses many important 
facts. “It also, if we determine as we do in 
othet cases, ¢ontains much that to us appears, 
at best, very doubtful. 

This, book is said to be inspired—written 
under the. immediate influence of the Spirit 
of God. If this be a fact, and the Spirit of 
God, as ‘we all believe, cannot dictate errour, 
it must he contended, that every thing in the 
bible, is truth and nothing but truth. But 
whoever will read the bible with a little atten- 
tion, must admit, that it contains many things 
which cannot be believed by a man of com- 
mon sense. It does contradict itself. It does 
contain doctrines subversive of the best inte- 
yests of mankind and dishonourable to its re- 

ted'Authour. 1 speak of the whole bible 
meluding both the Old and New Testaments, 
and mean that passages may be found which 
come under this description. 

There are those, who contend that every 
word of the Bible is given by inspiration— 
that every word was dictated by the Spirit of 
Enfallible Truth. If this position be correct, 
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there must not be asingle mistake, nor a sin- 
gle contradiction in the whole book. But is 
this a fact ? In Genesis, God is said to “ tempt 
Abraham ;” and James tells us, ‘* God tempt- 
eth no man.” One or the otuer of these posi- 
tions must be false. It is impossible for the 
same thing to be and not to be. Consequently 
impossible for God to tempt Abraham, if he 
tempts no inan, and false to say he tempts no 
map, if he tempted Abraham. 

Tue Bible says God is “ unchangeable,”— 
that with him is “ no variableness nor shadow 
of turning.” It also says, God “ repented 
that he made man ;” thet he “ repented him 
of the evil he thought.to do and did it not,” 
It, in the: sixth precept of the decalogue, re- 
presents God as commanding the Israelites that 
they shall not kill ; and also represents him ‘as 
commanding them to extirpate all the inhabit- 
ants of the land of Canaan—to leave none 
alive, lest they become ecorrapted with the 
vices of the land. The authour of the seeond 
book of Samuel, informs us that the “ Lord] 
moved David to number Israel and Judah.” 
But the first book of Chronicles assures us it 
was Satan that provoked David to this wicked 
act. One or the other of these assertions must 
be false, for both cannot be true. One would 
searcely suspeet the authour of these contre- 
dictions to be the Spirit of God. I should 
think man might thus contradict himself with- 
out any supernaturas! aia. 

It musi be admitted, I think, that. a man 





under the Spirit of God, is incapable of errour 
or of falling izto mistakes. 


the gift of the Holy Ghost, and that theyw | 
then qualified to proclaim the Gospel. If w 
admit then, they were inspired, is it not singu- 
lar, they should have been so ignorant as to 
suppose the gospel was ‘imited to the Jews, 
when nearly the last instruetions they received 
from Christ, were, that they should “ go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature?” But when Peter was sent for, to 
instruct Cornelius, he had to witness a mira- 
cle before he could be persuaded ; and he had 
also to relate the wonderful vision he had seen 
in his trance, before he could persuade the 
rest of the Apostles, that he had done right in 
preaching to the Gentiles. 2 

John, in the last chapter of his gospel, men- 
tions a mistake into which the brethren Had 
fallen. Just before the ascension of Christ, 
Peter had asked what a certain disciple, who 
was leaning on Jesus’ breast, should do. The 
answer was, “If I will that he tarry until I 
come what is that to thee?” “Then went 
this saying abroad among the brethren, that 
that disciple should not die ; yet Jesus said not 
unto him, He shall not die.” Was not.the 
brethren then mistaken ? And if John had not 
corrected the mistake, might we not now be 
labouring under the same erroneous impression’ 
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. translations that have been produced, all differ- 
“‘ng in some respects, shall be considered as 
‘the one which has every word inspired ? Shall 
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It is an indisputable fact, that the primitive : 
Christians concladed or expected that the end | 
of the world—the destruction of: the material | 
heavens and earth, would take place at the | 
same time the word should come to execute ; 
vengeance on the city of Jerusalem and the ; 
nation of the Jews, that is, within the lifetime 
of that generation that heard Christ proclaim 
his gospel. And that the Apostle Paul fell 
into the same opinion, is easily collected from 
his first epistle to the Thessalonians. Nothing 
is better attested in the history of the Church, ' 
than that the Selievers, about the time Paul 
wrote this epistle, were exceedingly alarmed, 
that they neglected their business and cenclu- . 
ded the end of the world was at hand; and 
from various passages scattered through the 
epistolary part of the New Testament, it seems 
evident that the Apostles urged this conside- 
ration as one motive to induce the multitude 
to embrece their doctrine, promising them, in | 
case they believed, that they should be saved | 
from the overwhelming ruin. But the alarm | 
grew too great and Paul’s second ejxstle to the 
Thessalonians was written to allay it, by assu- 
ring the Church that it should not be so soon, 
though still intimating the day was not far off. 
But the world stands; and we are now assu- 
red their alarm was groundless. Did the Spi- 
rit of God teach this belief? or was it occa- 
sioned by a misconstruction of the words of 
Christ ? 

But admitting these objections are nothing, 
it is eat to ask, which of the numerous 


it be our authorized version, or some other 
one? Or if the translations are all allowed to 
be uninspired, which original manuscript shall 
we take? which out of the several hundred 
various readings shall we adopt, as the one 
which has every word inspired? the Samari- 
tan? or the common Hebrew text? with the 
emendations proposed by Kennicot and others 
er the text as it stood before the collations of 
modern eriticks? Is the text of Erasmus, of 
Robert Stephens, or of Griesbach, the one 
which has every word inspired ? 

The celebrated passage in 1st John v. 7, is 
rejected by Griesbach and many other emi- 
gent biblical criticks, because that out of one 
hundred and thirteen Greek manuscripts of 
this epistle which have been collated, only 
one contains this verse. Other criticks say it 
ought not to be rejected, because in Tuscan 
or some other place, it is probable that there 
are @ great many more manuscripts which 
have not been collated. How do we know, 
then, that the Greek text, which we have, is 
tue inspired one? Among the manuscripts 
already collected, there are several hundred 





various readings ; and if there are a great ma- 
ny more which have not yet been collated, 


perhaps when they are, we shall have in'seme 
respects a new bible. a 

1 grant the various readings, or the differ- 
ences in the several manuscripts, are not very 
important, unless we suppose every word in 
the bible has a meaning, which indeed seems 
a necessary conclusion, if every word be in- 
spired. But perhaps when we have collated 
the other manuscripts which it is supposed are 
still in existence, we may find some essential 


' differences. And if we had the thousands 


which, it is supposed, have been destroyed, 


' we know not but differences still more mate- 


‘rial might be discovered. The Holy be ya 
seems to have beenstrangely neglectful of flie 
preservation of his words. If the very words 


‘of the Bible were of sufficient importance to 


be inspired, it is matter of sincere regret, that 
we have not those precise words, or that we 
cannot tell whether we obtain them or not. 
These considerations involve so many diffi- 
culties, that it seems wisdom to sabandom the 
position, that every word of the bible is inspi- 
red. It is better to do it of our own accord, 
than it is to hold on till we are.compelled to 
relinquish our grasp. And notwithstanding I 
dread as Jittle as any one can the sophistry of 
Infidels, I think when they attack this posi- 
tion of ours, they have strong reasons to bring 
against us. Let this point be conceded. We 
do net contend, that every word of the bible is 
inspired. And this concession, in my opinion, 
does not injure the reputation of the bible, er 
in the least impair its utility. .. pron. 
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“4 STRANGE THING! !?? 
(Continued from page 23.) 

‘4. Upon the supposition that all will be saved, 
there is something peculiarly strange in she language 
in which Christ and the Apostles speak of the future 
state of the righteous and the wicked: With the 
idea in his mind, that it was the design of Christ and 
the Apostles to teach the salvation of all men, let the 
reader consider fur a moment a few of their expres- 
sions, and see if there is not something peculiarly 
strangein them: ‘ Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him 
which is abie to destroy both soul and body in hell’— 
Matt. x. 28. Again, ‘Fearhim, which, aiter he-hath * 
killed. hath power to cast into hell; yea l say unto 
you fear him’—Luke xii. 5.” 

‘This is indeed strange, but we cannot help retort- 
ing the argument, if argument it can be called. “ Upon 
the supposition that” any of the human’ family ate to 
be endlessly miserable, “there appears something 
peculiarly strange in the language, in which Christ 
and the Apostles speak of the future state of the right- 
eous and the wicked. With the idea in his miné that 
it was the design of Christ and the Apostles to. teach 
the” endless misery of a large part of mankind, “tet 
the reader consider a few of their expressions, and 
see if there is not something peculiarly sfrangé in 
them.” See the declaration of the Angel to the Shep- 








7...” GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





herds, Luke ii. 10. “Fear not: for behold, 1 bring 
you ghod tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.” ‘The declaration of Jesus, Matt. xi. 27— 
“ Allthings are delivered unto me of my Father.” 
John iii. 35—“ The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.’? xvii. 2—* As thou 
hast given him [Jesus] power over all flesh that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him.” vi. $7—“ All the Father giveth me shall come 
fo me: and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
east out.” xii. 32—“I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
all.men unto me.” vi. 44, 45—‘* No man can come 
ante me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw 
Bim: end! will raise him up at, the last day. It is 
Written in the Prophets, * And they shall be all taught 
od,’ Every man therefore that hath heard, and 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” 

See also Acts iii. 21—'- Whom [Jesus] the heaven 
must receive Until the times of the restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of ali 
his holy prophets, since the world began.” Eph. i. 
8, 9, 10-—"* Wherein he [God] hath abounded towards 
usin all wisdom and prudence, having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will according to his good 
pleasure which he had purposed in himself; that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might 


gather together in one, all things in Chris‘, both-which | 


are in heayen and in earth, even inhim.” Phil. ii. 9, 
10, 11—* Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, 
™ [Jeous,) and hath given hima name which is above 
every name; that at, or in, the name of Jesus, every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
@arth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father.” 

Again : 1 Tim. ii. 4,“ God will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth ;” and 
iv. 10,“ For therefore we both labour and suffer re- 
proach, because we truat in the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all men, especially, (or certainly those,) 
of them that believe. See also 1. Johnii. 1, 2—“If 
any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the propitiation 
for our sins and not for ours only but for the sins of 
the whole world.” And once more: 
vy. 13-=" And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, bless- 
ing, honour, glory and power be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne and unto the Lamb forever aud ever.” 

We will now remark in our turn, that for Christ 
and his Apostles, “to leave their expressions in the 
unguarded form in which they now stand, looks like 
aspecies of imprudence, directly calculated to lead 
honest, and sincere, and even discerning minds into” 
(not the gloomy belief of endless misery, but i:.to) the 
belief of the final restitution of all things: “a species 
of iimprudence which we are sure would destroy the 
popularity, and essentially “injure the cause of any” 


see Revelation | 





{ 





fourth wonder of this wonderful writer, but'we will 
treat with respect even the authour of a petty tract, 
The passages he has quoted shall be explained at 
large us we find time and room. 

(To be continued.) 


QUESTIONS FOR THE ROCHESTER OBSERVER: 

As the really orthodox editor of the Obseiver ‘has 
furnished a string of questions to a class to whom witlt 
a little qualification we acknowledge ourself to be- 
long, and as we have not leisure at present to answer 
them in detail, we will furnish him a few by way of 
offset. 

1. On what is the virtue of the people ogg bat 
on their intelligence ? , 

2. What Wetter standard of morality is there than 
therule which requires us to do by others us we would 
they should do by us. 

3. What people cropped the ears and bored the 
tongues of hereticks, banished Baptists, hung Quakers 
and witches—were they not the early settlers of New 
England ? 

4. Was there ever a people more impatient of op- 
pression when themselves were the subjects, or more 
ready to oppress others than the first settlers of New 
England ? 

5. What people ever made religion more like a 
curse, or more exposed it to the sneers of Infidels than 
the first settlers of New England? 

6. Whereare there more slander, more defamation, 
more contention, more angry disputes, more bypo- 
erites,more persons watching over the concerns of 
their neighbours, than in those etates which sinde their 
first settlement have been most deeply imbued with 
puritanical sentiments ? . 

7. Does not the history of the world show, that 
wherever or whenever the priests bear rule, the peo~ 
ple are degraded, liberty and intelligence are destroy- 
ed, and the nation generally overthrown? Witness 
Rome. What country or nation, or society has ever 
prospered more than those which have allowed uni- 
versal liberty of sentiment on all subjects whether 
political or religious ? 

8. If Congress pass a law prohibiting the transpor- 
tation of the Mail on the first day of the week, will 
not those who are now petitioners for it, disc: ver the 
law of God prohibits the preaching certuin sentiments 
on that day, and that Congress should pass a law to 
that effect ? 

If the Editor will answer these, we will furnish him 
some more soon, which may come home to his feelings. 





In meking oat our paper we had almost forgotten to 
return the Editor of the Albany Christian Register 
ur compliments, for his respectfal notice of the arti- 
cle we furnished by way of “ courtesy” as an answer 
toa pretty little one, which he inserted in the midst 
of his missionary, tract, sabbath sehool and sabbath 
sanctifying lumber. And since the editor is at lese ‘> 


preacher of endless misery “at the present day, and | know whether he shall accuse us of ignoranee or mis- 
of which none of this class within my knowledge is | representation, we would advise him to do neither, but 
' toown the truth ence, and confess that orthodoxy re- 


ayer guilty.” This retort might seem enough for the 
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quires little more of a man, than “to say he is sorry, 
and think.a good deal of the priest,” excepi—and it is 
unaccountable that we did not notice it before, except 
to pay the priest plenty of casi. 

The Editor has told us a fine little story—he would 
do well to write tracts—a fine stury, the amount of 
whieb is, that, a certain man, now a Methodist preach- 
er, was converted from Universalism by a remarkable 
question from one of his children. The futher was 
amusing the children with tie story of the * babes in 
the wood,” when one asked, where did the children 
go? To heaven was the reply. Where did the wick- 
ed old uncle go? To heaven was the father’s answer. 
Wen't be. kill the babes in the wood again? 

Now, we have no tact in telling stories, but are 
strongly inclined to make some additions to this.— 
Who killed Uriah ? David with the sword of the Am- 
monite. Did Uriah go to heaven? Doubtless, for it 
would be hard to murder him and send him to hell too, 
Did David goto heaven? Yes: for he was a man after 
Goud’s own heart. Won't he kill Uriah again? 

Who consented to the death of Stephen, and perse- 
cuted the Christians? Saul or Pau! of Tarsus. Where 
did the Christians go when they died? To heaven 
Where did Paul go? To heaven. Won't he persecute 
the Christians again ? Will the Editor of the Register 
republish the story, with our additions ? 

















ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


“To whom shall we go Sr. PETER. 
This life must soon pass away; ere long 
our eyes must be closed on al] which it inhe- 











rits. And when the unwelcome summons | 


comes, though our treasures surpass all the 
kings of the East, though all the gold of Ophir 
were ours, it could not yield us the least sup- 

rtin that daik and gloomy hour. Not the 
east gleam of hope can be derived from all 
that the world calls good. When the bow of 
death is bént—when the arrow is made ready 
upon the string, nothing can divert the fatal 
archer from his purpose. 

What shall then support us through the 
gathering gloom which awaits us ? Can riches, 
ean honours, can friends, purchase for us the 
least hope of a future and happy immortality ? 
The objects of our greatest solicitude are now 
insufficient. We regard them as trifles, not 
worthy a moment’s reflection. Where, then, 
shall we seek relief? Where shall we find 
support? In whom shall we repose our trust ? 
On whom shall we lean for support? Since 
the world and all it inherits are unable to pro- 


duce one moment’s rational enjoyment, or af~, 


ford support in the gloomy hour of dissolution 
which awaits us, ‘To wnom shall we go ?” 
Our life, and every thing of a tempoval nature 
mus€ soon fade away. Alas, how wretched is 
man !—the sport of disappointment and trou- 
ble; barn to. toil and groan for a few years, 
and then sink into the tomb! Nothing of a 


temporal nature can Jengthen out the thread | 





of his existence, make that existence happy, 
or ensure to him a future one. We sink into 
the tomb ; our bodies mingle with their native 
earth ; and the soul—alas! who shall ensure 
it an immortal existence? Alas, the Bam. ‘ 
prospect of sinking into annihilation ! of sleep- 
ing the eternal sleep of nonentity! His life 
ig one continued series of toil and vexation ; 


wénd after this short life is at an end, nothing 


can yield the least gleam of a hope of immor- 
tality ! 

This, my reader, is the awful situation of 
the man, whose only hope rests on temporal 
things. These are the gloomy prospects of 
the man who denies the authenticity of revex 
lation. His most sanguine hopes are liable 
disappointment. He has no assurance; he hal 
no encouragement to anticipate happiness ; for’ 
the only objects of his hope are temporal, and 
must pass away ;“and the objects of anticipa- 
tion, when attained, often yield vexation and 
sorrow. , 

These are the prospects of the Infidel. If 
he hopes for immortality, he has no assurance 
that his hopes will be realized: When he 
looks beyond the grave, alas! his prospects 
are lovebvall in uncertainty. He knowsnot 
(if peradventnre his spirit is immortal) “ what 
untried being he has to pass through.” 

Ail the evidences of a future state of exist- 
ence, which human reason has suggested; 
amount to nothing higher than probable con- 
jecture. The man who disbelieves the serip- 
tures, is unable to arrive at any just conclusion 
in regard to the Supreme Being. He may ad- 
mit the existence of an Overruling Providence, 
but how imperfect are his ideas of the char- 
acter of that Being ! 

Unaided by revelation, the whole duty of 
man could never have been understood. We 
find that the wisest and best heathen moralists 
frankly confessed their ignorance in man 
points of duty. And Socrates even hoped wi 
some apparent assurance, that the gods would 
sooner or later, grant the revelation so much 
needed. He felt the insufficiency of the world 
to yield support in life, and a hope of its im- 
mortality. In fine, there is nothing of a tem- 
poral nature that can ensure happiness in this 
life, and afford any comfertable hope of im- 
mortality beyond the grave. 

How necessary to our present enjoyment as 
well as future prospects, is a revelation {fom 
Deity! How much to be desixed is-thatreve- 
lation from heaven, which enlightens the mind 
with true wisdom—banishes superstition—pao- 
motes universal righteousness, charity and 
peace—comforts us im adversity, and gives . 
prosperity its highest relish—that encourages 
the most transporting hopes, with the fullest 
assurance that they will not be disappointed 
that rebukes every malevolent and every evil 
passion, and makes men resigned and thank- 
ful in the most adverse circumstances, and that 
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ponte real and unadulterated happiness, 
here and hereafter—that brings life and 
immortality to light, and elevates the mind far 


above the glittering toys of this vain and ficet- 


. 


~ oF the Most High! 


ing world! This revelation has been granted. 
God has graciously condescendec to reveal 
himself to'man. 
_ ; Eighteen hundred -years ago, appeared in 
: Judea; the Messenger of Peace—the Delegate 
He came, not like the 
heathen philosophers, proud, unfeeling and 
Obstinate ; neither like the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, selfish, hard-hearted, and uncharitable ; 
bat as becometh the Messenger from Heaven, 
meek and unaffected, compassionate and bene- 
volent, He — .as the friend of .man, 
the teacher of cece having eompassion 
en the ignorant them that are out of the 
way.” He came clothed with authority from 
en high! his mission was divine; in him 
were “the words of eternal life.” Superna- 
tural in power and wisdom, his doctrines were 
» his life was perfect. “‘ He was an Isracl- 
indeed, in whom there was no guile.”— 
And although his first adherents were a few, 
poor and persecuted men, yet they became 
powerful instruments in disseminating the doc- 
trines which he committed to their charge.— 
And although they were “persecuted from 
Nero to Dioclesian,” yet believers were mul- 
tiplied, and the knowledge of the truth cx- 
tended. The protection of Heaven was on 
their side, and truth became triumphant over 
errrour. 

How infinitely superiour to all other sys- 
tems of religion or morality, is the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ! He who believes, and lives 
according to its dictates and requirements, en- 
sures to himself present peace, and confidently 

s for a blessed and glorious immortality ; 
were the pure, uncorrupted principles of 
the gospel universally believed and practised, 
* Ali crimes would cease, andancient fraud would fail, 
Returning Justice lift aloft her scale.” 
Contentment and resignation to the will of 
heaven, would be our lot in every circum- 
stance im life. Having the assurance that an 
eternal state of unmingled happiness awaits 
us beyond the grave, how tranquil, how joy- 
ful would be our dzys! Anxiety, pain, or even 
the approach of death, could not take away 
our prop, or interrupt the pure streams of hea- 
venly consolation. Though we meet with ad- 
versity ; and.though we are disappointed in 
our expectations of earthly happiness, yet 
there is one object, in the final participation of 
which we have the fullest assurance. Although 
we are called to consign our friends and rela- 
tives to the “‘ narrow house,” yet we regard 
_the separation as but momentary; therefore, 
we “mourn not as those who have no hope.” 
And though all our earthly treasures are taken 
from us—*though our friends should all fail, 
and foes all unite” against us, yet there is one 





to whom we can go, who is all-powerful to 
help in every time of trouble ;. for he hath 
“the words of eternal life.” By him “life 
an immortality are brought to light.” His 
dispensation is denominated the kingdom of 
heaven, difftring materially from any. human 
or earthly invention, as its sanctions relate te 
heavenly things ; fixing our views on a future 
and blessed immortality, taking concern in 
the happiness of all men. By the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, we are made acquainted with 
the character of our Father in Heaven; he 
“being the brightness of his Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person.” 

By the unlimitted forgiveness enjoined in 
the Gospel, we learn the unlimitted forgive- 
ness of God. We are taught that he is a Spi- 
rit, eternal and unchangeable in being, pos- 
sessing ‘absolute and unbounded perfection.” 
By that gracious dispensation, we are taught 
the will of God coneerning man, as well man’s 
duty to God. We are taught that it is our 
duty to love him as the benevolent Father, 
Protector and Redeemer of all men ; to trust 
in him as the God of all consolation, and con- 
fide in him as the Friend and Comforter of all 
who believe and obey his commandments. By 
the Dispensation of the Gospel, we are taught 
that “‘God is leve.”” And the great love, 
wherewith he hath loved us, is manifested in 
the gift of hisSon, to be the “ propitiation for 
the sins of the world ;” having given “ himself 
aransom for all to be testified in due time.” 
In the Gospel we are taught that our heavenly 
Father is no respector of persons, but impar- 
tial in his gifts to all men, “having ineluded 
them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all.” We are taught that the Gospel is 
a ministry of reconciliation, by which “ God 
is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing unto them their trespasses and 
sins.” ‘* Having made krown unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in himself,: that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of time, he 
might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ ; both which are in heaven and which 
are in earth, even in him.”’ 

By the Dispensation of the Gospel, we are 
taught to pray for the salvation of all men; 
‘lifting up holy hands every where, without 
wrath and without doubting,” having the 
fullest assurance that our benevolent petitions 
shall be answered, from the declaration that 
“ God our Saviour will have all men to be sav- 
ed and come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

In fine, the Gospel is “ glad tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people :” from which 
we infer that it shall finally become a blessing 
to all, in their willing reception of, and joyful 
participation in it. From this view of the 
Dispensation of Christ, we say in the words of 
the enraptured Peter, “‘ To whom shall we go ? 
thea hast the words of eternal life.” 
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We rejoice in the hope set before us in the 
1; we contemplate with gratitude the 
evidences of our final emancipation from the 
slavery of sin and misery; we rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, that in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, are the “words of 
eternal life,” and that the words of eternal 
death were never suffered to escape from his 
lips. A. H. Curtis. 


CHRISTIANITY.--NO. 4, 
There are moments when the mind consid- 


ers all human pursuits as vain, all earthly ob- | 


jects as emptiness, and all sublunary pleasures 
as unable to satisfy its longing appetite. 
arises a desire to ramble in some igeal world, 
to converse with spirits, to hold communion 
with God, and to feast on the celestial delica- 
cies which the soul is capable of relishing. At 
such moments we wish to feel rather than to 
think, to communicate our feelings by sympa- 
thy than by conversation. 


This state of mind is frequent and perhaps | 


most frequent to those who affect to despise it. 
I have heard the sceptick; I have listened to 
many who, no doubt, loved the human race, 
have seen them labouring with every kind of 
logick they could master, to. convince the 
world that death ends our hopes as well as our 
fears, our joys as well as our sorrows ; but alas ! 
what would they substitute for this dream of 
bliss, this belief, this hope of so 
to whiek the soul may aspire? - 

I have dreamed—and who has not dreamed ? 
ofa bright and lovely world, far from this scene 
of noise and strife, where the serpent never 


comes, where the heavens are alwaysclear, the | 
sun always smiles, and the flowers ever bloom. | 


Where nv whirlwind’s rage is felt, where no 
lightaings scathe and no thunders roar. Where 
the heart never sickens, the eye never looks on 
iniquity; where sorrow finds no sdmittance 
and lassitude is never felt. ‘here man finds 
a scene suited to his tastes a world equal to 
the ecapaciousness of his mind, and delights 
equal to the largeness of his desires. There 
trees hang with fruit and the groves are filled 
with musick. He need not waste his time to 
break the stubborn giebe, nor wear out his life 
in toil to gain a seanty subsistance. Nature 
spontaneously yields what ere he desires, and 
he has Sut to wish and his wish is gratified. 
Yes cail it a dream, proud scepticism, if thou 
wilt. T hove lingered on the bright vision, 
and felt the peace, the quietness and delight it 
gives. When nature seemed convulsed, the ci- 
ements at war, end man destroying man, de- 
solating the world and making earth a scene 
of bleod and ruin, I have lingered on the 


bright vision, and felt my heart glow with joy : 


and my squl filled with rapture, that one day 
I may enter that blisful land and see the whole 
race of man, in universal love, recline in its 


Then | 


ing good | 


green shady bowers, ramble.over its flowery 
lawns, listen to the soft musick:which floats in 
the air, or feast the soul with delicacies. on: 
which angels feed and which seraph-shares.. 
O it may be a dream but it is a blissful: ¢ream. 
| Often has that dream concealed the frowns of 
| fate, given the soul a supernatural strengthy 
! made it pass lightly over the seas of carey anx- 
iety and sorrow which threatened to engulph 
it. Often has it hushed awapthe gloom which 
hovered over me, made me forget #he vexa- 
tions of jife, and happy in thinking what 1 may 

one day enjoy i caer 
| Scepticism! thou god of the pretended: phi- 
' losopher ; thou art:good to excite inquiry, but 





' af I must, after all my researches, worship at 
' thy shrine, Jet me remain in ignorance ~ If af« 
| ter I have foliowed thee through the fields -of 
| science and listened to ail thy suggestions, 
| while examining the phenomena of nature, I 
| must stil! listen to thee on the brink of the 
| tomb, and fear to clasp the hope of fature life 
| because thou art too timorous to believe, then 
go; I will follow my heart and receive fronr 
Faith what thou dest deny. Annihilation! 
Nonentity ! to sleep that dreamless sleep! The 
eyes never to open on the works of Almighty 
God! “the bosom never to glow with warm 
emotion on meeting those we love! the mother 
whea laying her babe in the silent grave, to 
take an eternal farewell! the tender cords 
which entwine the feeling heat: to be severed 
for ever! 
“Ahme! the leurel’d wreatl: that murder rears, “ 
Biood nursed and watered by the widow’s tears, 
Seems not so foul, so tainted and so dread, 
As waves the night-shade round the sceptick’s head,” 
I have felt the grasp of scepticism. I have 
doubted, laughed at the folly of him who thinks 
that ‘day will dawn on the night of the grave,” * 
and have endeavoured to console myself with, 
the barren comfort of this, at best, a world of 
care and anxiety. When life was young and 
a fuil flow of spirits made it *tiance to notes of 
livelier measure,” I complained not. But 
when time had run and-the winter of life made 
his approach, when I jooked back and. found 
existence here is little more than expectation, 
or continual grasping for that we never reach, 
my heart grew sick. I looked on the world, 
its beauty had vanished. The flowers unfold- 
ed no charins, society was busy, all engaged ; 
but I had seen the vanity of their pursuits. “I 
looked upon the youth, just entering upon 
the active scenes of life, with a heart.full of 
emotion, @ fancy displaying the most brilliaat 
colours and the most polished gems, with a 
mind full of expectation, lookiug forward to 
long and happy days.. I could not, L-wished 
not to dispel the illusion; but- what will this, 
youtl: have gained when his race of three score 
years and ten isrun, Like me he may.then 
sit down upon some mouldering remnant ef an, 





oak, and say, ‘J have lived and have'toiled, I 
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have sought for knowledge, I have hoped for 
happiness, but I have not been happy. When 
my labour was successful it was often injuri- 
ous, and when I obtained knowledge it pained 
me to think how littic [ could know.” When 
my friends began to fall by the shafts of death, 
when I had followed one by one to the narrow 
house all that was dear to my heart, when I 
saw myself like some solitary tree, blasted by 
the lightnings of heaven, and my branches 
mouldcring at my feet.******* 

Then { asked some other consolation than 
to be told ali that was dear is gone for ever, 
and that I shall soon be laid beneath the clods 
of the valley, to be eaten by worms! Then I 
said let me believe, fiad io the anticipatien-of 
another world the blis- denied me in this.. Let 
me dream of futurity ; if it be illusion when I 
am dead I shail feel no pang of disappointment. 

Those who are acquainted with the relizion 
of Christ will readily perceive its adaptation to 
man in circumstances like these. It points to 
another world, informs us this world is not our 
abiding place, is not our final home ; that we 
are placed here as in a disciplinary state, pre- 
paratory to our entering a world where the pain- 
ful emotions are never excited, where parting 
and disappointment can never diminish sur fe- 
licity or cause a sigh. 

I have courted philsophy, I have felt proud 
to call her mine [I delight in her conversa- 
tion still, and no slanders. however loudly ut- 
tered, shall ever make me blush to be called a 
philosopher. The study of nature, the acqui- 
sition of knowledge, opens a prolifick source 
of pure and rational pleasure; but this plcas- 
ure is much refined when united with a firm 
belief in a future siate of exisience, and an un- 
wavering confidence in divine protection.— 
Nothing is more pleasing than to look upon 
the world as under the care of a Being who 
regards it with love, and wil! finally say to the 
living and the dead of the intelligent part, 
** loose the shackles of your mortality, the bad- 
ges of sin and misery, rise to the kingdom of 
your father and enjoy the bounties of his table, 
and the joys of his presence for cver and ever.” 

A Beniever. 





LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 
Rochester, Feb. 15th, 1827. 

Mr. Brownson: Sin—As ! am a friend to 
liberality in sentiment, to the right of private 
judgement and free discussion, 1 would submit 
to you the following facts in reference to my 
father-in-law, John Shapman. who departed 
this life full in the taith of the salvation oi al; 
men. Thorgh not a Universalist myself, I 
submit them for yu to make such use of them 
as in your judgement may Le deemed proper 
and useful to your readers. And fur these rea- 
sons : 

First, because it is @ common saying among 





the othedox, that a man who is a Universalist 
will renounce his doctrine before he dies, if he 
should be sensible of his end-and rational in 
his last moments. Secondly, because many 
friends of the deceased are among the readers 
of your Advocate. And thirdly, because it is 
already reported, among the orthodox, that he 
died in theagonies of despair on account of his 
doctrine. Father John Chapman experienced, 
as it is called, the religion of Jesus Christ at 
the age of 22, joined the Calvinist Baptist 
shortly after, with whom he associated, asa 
leading member, for a number of fears, until 
he experienced an extraordinary conversion:to 
the Abrahamick faith, as he termed it. 
gave me an account of his religious exercises 
two days before he died, which J will here re- 
late. While he believed that all mankind by 
the fall of Adam lost communion with God, 
became under his curse and wrath, and. so 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell eternal !— 
And that God, out of his mere good pleasure, 
from all eternity, elected some few, a small part, 
to be saved from that state of sin and misery, 
into which all had been plunged by an eternal 
decree of God: and that God had not only pas- 
sed by all the rest of his creatures, but, in his 
eternal purpose, doomed them to endless pun- 
ishment; and those too, who were no more 
worthy of punishment than the elect, inasmnck 
as all were deserving of eternal punishment. in 
the fullest™and highest sense of the term.— 
Whiie he believe! this he felt in his-heart, that 
God was Love. And while he was teaching 
this doctrine, with the love of Giod shed apread 
in his heart, he was struck with borour and 
condemnation, at the idea of instructing his 
hearers to believe that God, who is Love, had 
doomed the greater part of his own creatures 
to eternal misery. This reflection drove him 
to the holy scriptures for relief to his troubled 
mind. He searched them daily for a long 
time, absorbed in meditation, reflection, and a 
prayerful state of mind. At length in one of 
his sleepless nights, he was taken shaking like 
Belshazzar, and, as he termed it. he felt moved 
by the Holy Spirit to repeat one psalm and 
four chapiers; but { do not recollect where he 
said they may be found, except two were in the 
Old Testament and two in- the New. The 
4th chapted which he repeated, he said ex- 
pressed a full atonement for sin by Jesus 
Christ. When ‘1e liad repeated these |e eried 
out, ‘ Lord it isenougi! | believe, I believe.” 


Se stopped shaking and commenced rejoicing, 
od felt happy im tie faith of God’s Universal 
Love. [Here 1 vill mention that our mother 


has told us, that she we'l recollected the time 
of his shaking, and of his bursiing ont in 
strains of praises to Gud. Also, she has told 
as that previous to that time, for several weeks, 
he appered to b» in acontinua) state of study, 
meditation and reflection: and frequently. he 








— = teow os oe stlCUrlC Ce 


wd @ a eo a a a a 


orn «4 


tl 


ist 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


is 





would leave his work in the field, come into 
the house, take his bible, read a few minutes, 
and go to his work again without saying a 
oak It may be proper in this place to state, 
that he was a man. of extraordinary memory, 
and would repeat the most scripture of any man 
lever saw. 
bible, that on hearing any part of it read wrong 
he could correct it atonce His wife, who has 
long since slept, would speak to her children 
with tears in her eyes, of their father’s sincer- 
ity in the faith of the universal salvation of all 
men; and ‘of his daily walk as a Christian, 
which, indeed was nota little repugnant to the 
feélings of other Christiens around him. She 
would tell them how rejoiced he appeared to 
be after his conversion to the faith, that God 
had created so many beings for that enjoyment 
of which he daily had a foretaste. ‘Thus he 
lived and enjoyed the ‘faith of the universal 
Love of God, and was a warm and zealous ad- 
vocate of the doctrine he betieved for more 
than thirty years. During his last sickness 


he often spoke of his Abrahamick faith, and of | 


the hope which he had as an “ Anchor of his 
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enter- 
eth into that within the veil.” With penitent 
language he expressed a sorrow for sin, that 
he had not set better examples before his chil- 
dren and the world. He would tell of his fall- 
ing into diverse temptations and besetting 
sins, yet with an unshaken faith in the blood 
of Jesus, that it would cleanse him and the 
whole human family from all sin. He had 
kept the faith, and, well aware that his course 
was almost finished, he manifested a desire to 
make usa visit befure his departure. Accor- 
dingly he was removed to my house about two 
weeks before he died, where I was permitted 
to be an ear witness of his last confessions and 
last words, and they manifested his full confi- 
dence in hisGod. He spoke much of his faith 


and of his sorrow for sin, and wished to live. 


longer only to set better examples ‘T'wo days 
before he died he spoke freely of his «lepariure 
to be with Christ, mentioned the common say- 
ing, that a Universalist would renounce his be- 
lief before he died, and with tears in his eyes, 
and his countenance beamin, with heaven, he 
related his experieuce as I have before mca- 
tioned, and repeated to us the promises of Gud, 
both from the Old and New Testaments; and 
then expressed himseff nearly in these Words. 
“1 would not deny the promise God made to 
faithful Abraham for ten thousand worlds. No, 
if I should deny my faith in the saly ation of all 
men I should deny my God. I should deny 
the Holy Ghost which moved me to speak 
when I was brought into the Abrahamick 
faith”’ He requested us repeatedly to have a 
man, who believed in the salvation of all men, 
to preach his funeral sermon. As he grew 
near his end he was asked several questions 
relative to his future state, which he would al- 


He was so conversant with the - 


ways answer with satisfaction and apparent’ 
joy. A few minvtes before his death, } asked 
him if he was sensible of his end, he answered 
“Yes.” Onasking him if he felt as if he was 
going to that God who made us all? He an- 
swered “yes, yes,” and to all appearance with 
extreme animation. In a few minuets he 
‘swooged away and fell asleep, as I humbly 
trast, in the arms of Jesus, in the 66th year of 
his age, on the 7th of February, 1829. His 
funeral was attended by Rev. Mr. Knapp, ac- 
cording to his request. 

- MARK DANIELS. 








A DREAM. ’ 

Mr. Epitor: I am well aware that. you 
, have a great antipathy to dreams, but it is -:pro- 
, bable you dream sometimes yourself, for we 
| all, poor mortals,are obliged to seek some ilu- 
‘ sion to hide the wretchedness of reality. Whe- 
| ther you ever dream or not is however of no 
| consequence, since you allow “the prophet 
‘ that hath a dream to tell a dream.” 
I am indced a dreaming mortal ; and nearly 
| all the happiness I find is in relating to my 
| family and neighbours the wonderful visions [ 
| receive in my sleeping hours. I have lately 
had a very remarkable dream ; and as I have 
not yet told it.to any one, you shall be the first 
to hear it. 

I had been reading your sermon on the 
dreaming prophets, and before [ had read two 
pages, I found myself in a state neither sleep- 
ing nor waking, but just in the one to see 
strange sights and to be haunted by horrid fan- 
tasies. Methought I was wandering in some 
distant country, unlike earth, heaven or hell, 
where, in mid air, in Symmes concavity, or in. 
the remote planet Herschel, cannot tell. The 
couniry however seemed inhabited, but by 
what kind of beings it was impossible to ascer- 
tain. There appeared much bustle and acti- 
vity, though by whom caused or for what pur- 
pose was not easily perceived. 

Solitary, though apparently in the midst of 
life, I had wandered until weariness overcame 
me and I was compelled to seat myself on 
something l'ke a rock, tu dissipate my fatigue. 
All at once [ discovered at a small distance 
from my feet, a singular race of animals, not 
more than a few inches in height, and.entirely 
dissimilar from any known genus on our earth. 
1 watched theiricovements, and from their ani- 
mated jovks, and the violent gestures of one, 
who seemed to be harranging the rest, T con- 
cluded there was some publick occasion for 
their meeting, and perhaps some mighty atfair 
to their little community y sha at on theirde- 
cision. 

** A change came o'er the spirit of my dream,” 

I was sitting in a spacious temple which was 
thronged with, I thought the sane race of be- 
ings, who though they assumed the form of 





men still retained’ a remarkably diminutive 
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size. They were in earnest consultation. An- 
gty glances were frequently exchanged. Hard 
words, epithets of reproach were interchanged 
with a rapidity that baffled my conjectures re- 
specting their powers of speech. The hand 





| 
| 
| 


frequently. grasped a dagger; and as the eye | 


turned quick from an image suspended from 


the roof, to the speakers who were most noisy | 


or most artful, I was apprehensive the sacred- 
ness of the place would be polluted with blood. 
Something like order. was restored, when-a 
young candy-like looking fellow mounted the 
rostrum, or place where the orators stood to 
harrangue the assembly. He pronounced in 
a clear voice, with an accent and in a language 
perfeetly familiar to my ear, the word “ reli- 
gion.” Ah thought I, these little diminutive 
ereatures have their religion, and what seems 
very natural, they bave their disputes about it 
too. 

The orator sent a wondering gaze over the 
multitude, east his eyes to the roof of the bu‘ld- 
ing, then down to the floor, then upon some- 
thing he held in his hand, and then with. his 
face glowing, with inexpressible enthusiasm 
pointed to a clumsy working image, which i 
had before remarked hanging fron: the roof. 
“¢ There, there, deluded multitude,” Jie said, 
“ there is your God. The great being who has 
ereated our globe, whohas fed our friends and 
cursed our enemies. Do you ask his history ? 
hear it with tears and with reverence.” 

After looking at the roll.in his hand, adjust- 
ing his cravat, and recovering {rom their wan- 
ings, a few unruly hairs nicely powdered, ele- 


vating his voice, and suiting his style to what | 
he supposed the dignity of his subject, he | 


commenced, ‘* Twenty thousand moons ago, as 
our fathers and the prophets have told us, this 
world was unknown, no mountains were seen 
to rise ; no vallies to creep ; no plains to spread 
themselves before the eyes. There was no 
verdure, no flowers, no fruit, no animals, no 
living thing. Darkness brooded over the migh- 
tyvoid. Yawah, the spirit that lives in that 
image was not. Without father, or mother, 
he was begotten. He breathed, and all this 
mighty world rose into being. All beautiful 
and lovely the forests were planted, grains were 
sown, the animals, that delight in the shade, 
began their rambles, the birds began their mu- 
sick inthe grove, the fish their gambols in the 
wave. Yawal the great Being iooked on his 
new made world—he saw no image of himself, 
none with whom he could converse, or who 
eould prevent the universe from being to hm 
an immense solitude, there was none with 
whom he could lighten his burden, or with 
whose heart he could hold sympathy. He 


spoke, and Man* the Lord of the creation, the | 


* T use this term because it comes the nearest of any 
we have, in meaning to the one used by the orator. 
The being of which he spoke was very different from 
man, but holds the same relative position in that world 
that man does in thie. 


| and delicious to the taste 
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pride of all being and the flower of all beauty, 
arose to be a companion for his Creator. * 

“ This man,” continued the opator, ‘¢is the 
stock whence we are derived, - Being the pe- 
culiar delight of Yawakh, he was loaded with 
powers innumerable and favours beyond mea- 
sure. The Great Father cultivated .a field, 
filled it with evry thing pleasing to the sight 
Here he‘placed 
this creature of his care and this object of his 
love—told him his duty and gave him direc- 
tions to its performance. To this first of our 
race he gave a companion ; and together they 
lived in all the felicity of love and all the joy 
of innocence. . , hh 

The scene changed. A great bird, some 
sav an owl, others, one of-a genus nosy extinet, 
enticed the female to leave the field, contrary 
to her Creator’s orders, and to pluck a flower 
which he had reserved for himself. Awful 
were the consegucnces. Earth quaked3 the 
heavens. thundered ; showers of blood cover- 
ed the earth ; fiery meteors shot through the 
atmosphere ; the sun turned to blood, and the 
moon dissolved in tears—all was consternation. 
Night came rolling on, and Chaos had well 
nigh resumed her ancient dominion! Silence 
reigned in the spheres and it seemed all was 
gone. 

The flower was plucked, what could be 
done? The command of the Creator was bro- 
ken, and he must now send his beloved child 
to burn ten thousand years in a furnace, or lose 
his own character for veracity. 

But, glory to the Highest, he found ap expe- 
dient. He assumed the form of man, and per- 
mitted the great bird, who had led the woman 
astray, to tear that form into a thousand pieces! 
O how did the Highest suffer when this form 
was torn to pieces! O how great was his-love 
to give up this his favourite, his well beloved, 
his only begotten form io be so terribly marred 
by the horrid talons of that wicked bird ! 

When that form was destroyed a thunder- 
colt with unerring aim struck an aged oak the 
pride of ceaturies—that image came all wet 
with Llood of the Great Being. It cried fo: 
cowpassiea ; our fathers heard ; they took it 
from its love and sorrowful condition ; they 
built this temple; they placed the image in 
that position ; and were assured as long as they 
obeyed its words, they should be prosperous. 
Ah me! Horribile dictu? we heard a man last 
uight say that image is nothing but a piece. of 
woed, and that whet was attributed to it, was 
done by its servai‘s the priests. O blast the 
wretch! what horrid impiety! I stopped both 
my ears, and have been restless until now. I 
call upon you ye faithful to avenge your God, 
to preserve his worship by delivering over to 
the flames, tne audacious wretch who uttered 
those blasphemous words.” 

He ceased, acry of vengeance was heard. 
When suddenly an old man, venerable with 
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years, and grave from experience rose, ‘‘ Young 
man,” he said to the.orator, “ can your God 
speak?” “ Speak ! yes with a voice that ean 
ring from one end of the universe to the other.” 
“ Not soloud,” replied the old man, “ let him 
speak gently. Perhaps he can inivy, us what 
we shall do to the mau, that has treated >im 
so lightly. But I perceive he is silent. Per- | 
haps it is*best not to disterb him. 

“Young man, you speak with vehemencs, 
but there is such a thing as words without wis- 
dom. IT cemember when that image received 
its stations I saw the corner stone of this tem- 
ple laid, I laidit myself. But who laid the 
corner stone of this mighty universe I know 
not. I have seen five generations of my race. 
The sun-has shined ; the rains have fallen ; 
ad the earth has blest the hand of industry. 
The heretick and the orthodox, the believer 
and the infidel, have alike partaken the boun- 
ties of nature. 

‘‘ T have seen wars, the miseries we have 
brought upon each other, but nature bas not 
varied. The flowers have blossomed—the 
birds have tuned their throats—the Great 
Spirit has been good. I have seen the fires 
kindled ; and the heretick consumed ; but the 
sun shone no brighter, the earth did not in- 





crease in fertility, and we were not happier. 

“ Young man—l have seen many in my day | 
who, like you, were full of zeal and destitute 
of experience, calling down fire fioin heaven 
to corsume those they deemed enemies to thic | 
Great Spirit. But ! never heard a voice from 
heaven applauding the act, nor have I seen 
those thus forward ‘o deal forth the judgements 
of God, free from imperfection themselves. 
Often have I had to spread the mantle of char- 
ity over their vices. I reproach sot them—I 
reproach not you. But has this man injured 
you? has he defrauded a neighbour? bas he 
oppressed the widow, or gresped the orphan’s 
portion ? . No. 

“ But he does not believe the story of the 
bird and the bleedin~ image,—he has spoken 
slightingly of your God. Is your God weak ? 
does he require us to avenge his cause? or, 
like a good Father, compassionate the faults of | 
men, forgive their errors, and labour io reforim | 
them ? | 

“ [ have felt the power of the Great “pirit, ‘ 
but I have never seen him. He is every | 
where, and his energy sustains the world. He | 
can manage his own eoncerns. If our broth- 
er has done wrong, let us forgive him ; let us 
teach him his errour, and persude him to re- 
nounce it. You would have him love the 
Great Spirit. Show bim the Great Spirit has 
life, has. power, has wisdom and goodness, and 
our brother. will love him. 

‘Young man, were you never mistaken ? I 
have been a thousand times, and have always | 
been glad to have my mistakes corrected. 
There is a bare possibility that you have not 














|.told the story aright. ana tell it differently. 


If you are wrong, what would it be to put this 
man to death or to injure him for not believing 
your , 
ar Young man,learn thyself. Nature teach- 
es us the Great Spirit. His words are plain. 
They need no interpreter. “ Be just,” is the 
whole they require. You havea book in your 
hand ; vou say ii is the gift of the Great Spir- 
it. Iknow nothing about hooks except one, 
ant that teaches uc to love my brethren and 
live in pe .ce-—to compassivnate the afflicted — 
to relieve the oppressedto do gud to all. 
Let us then, my brother, attempt to correct our 
own errours, and leave the Great Spirit to e- 
venge himself.” 

The old man had not done ere a tumult a- 
rose—a shower of epithets was hurled, and the 
old man was seized, as he pronounced his last 
word, and with the Infidel was dragged to the 
pile, the flames began to ascend—startled with 
the scene I awoke, thanking God ’twas all a 
dream. Yours, with esteem, 


_SOMNIATOR. 


Mr. Epiror: As Br. Asa Upson, of Horn- 
ellsville, Steuben county, was admitted into 
the fellowship of the Genesee Association at its 
last session, and from mistake or neglect was 
not pubished in its minutes, you will please to 


| publsh the following certificate. 


Victor, Sept. 25, 1818. 
This certifies whom it may concern, that 
the Genesee Association of Universalists, in 
the state of New-York, being satisfied of the 
virtues and talents of Br, Asa Upson, do cordi- 
ally fellowship him as a preacher of the gospel 
of Christ, and hereby commend him to the kind 
care and attention of his brethren, wherever 
God in his providence shall call bim. 
Done in behalf of the Agsociation, 
JOHN S. FLAGLER, Moderator. 
IIottis Sampson, Clerk 
Ouiver ACKLEY, f ae 





Chardon, ( Ohio) Feb. 12, 1829. 

Dear Sin: The friends of liberal principles 
are holding a Jubilee in this country, on ac- 
count of our signal victory obtained in Con- 
gress. We place Mr. Jolnson’s Report next 
in rank and importance to our justly celebrated 
Declaration of Independence. But let us not 
be deceived, nor fondly imagine that because 
we have had the good fortune to cut off one of 
the Hydra heads the beast is therefore slain, 
or that the deadly wound cannot be healed.— 
The enepy’s park of battering artillery, it is 
true, has been spiked, but until it can be re- 
fitted he will resort to his old mode of warfare, 
and endeavour to carry on his approaches by 
sapping He has been,paid before hand for 
heating the poker, and we may as well expect 
the wolf to eat hay quietly in the sheepfold, as 
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that these saints in lawn will ever willingly 
cease to disturb the repose of mankind or let 
us alone until we swallow down our spittle :-— 
Therefore onward must be our motto. 
E. P. Jun. 
Editor of Gospel Advocate. 








Extract from the Black Book—by Mrs. Royall. ' 


In «ll countries, and in all ages, from the 
‘Druids down to brother Beecher, priests have 
aimed at universal power; this may be ac- 
counted tor thus; all men wish others to think | 
as they do on ail subjects, but more particular- 
ly on religion; this is natural, and such is the 
nature of man, that he devises means to com- | 
pel others to think as he does; but no means 
are so effectual as power, and no meansare , 
more successful in acquiring power than mo- 
ney—money, for which the Saviour of the | 
world was sold—money, which *t makes black | 
white, foul fair, wrong right, base noble,.old | 
young, cowards valiant, buys religion, places ; 
thieves with senators on the bench, and old | 
foolish widows wed again.” Thus these priests | 
have always aimed at unconditional obedience; | 
this point being gained, the rest iseasy. Some | 
difficulty arises out of this view of the case; ' 
how is universal opiniun to be reconciled to the | 
priests? It cannot, they are passive tools, | 
which the priest uses at his pleasure. 

But let us inquire who these men are, that 
have turned the world upside down, and dare 
lift their bands against our sacred constitution ? 
Are they gentlemen ? No. Or the sons of gen- 
tlemen? No. Is it our enlightened senators, 
judges, or statesimen—are they men of respec- 
table descent? No! Il ask who are these men, 
that dare aim such a deadly blow at our liber- 
ties! The refuse, the rabble, the sweepings 
of our town, the scum of the earth, picked up | 
in our streets, picked up every where, people 
of no property bound by no law, held by no 
tie to society; these are called pious young 
men, not educated, though tha’ is the pretence, 
but fed and clothed upon false charity, upon 
the money squeezed from the poor widow, the 
orphan, little children, and industrious me- 
ohanicks ; great strapping fellows, instead of 
maintaining the aged, the poor, and disabled, 
those have to maintain them. 

These fellows are thrown into one of their 
Theological schools, and after a few lessons, 
im whiclr they-are taught to look upon ail oth- 
6f sects as hereiicks, model their countenance 
into that of demons, (to frighten Beelzebub,) 
throw every spark of nature out of their com- 
- position, make a long face, and a long prayer, 
and (more to the point) a long pursg, and di- 
gest sundry ways and means to fill it. Those 
young vipers are turned loose upon the world ; 
(many a good ploughman they have spoiled,) 
they are then formed into three grand divis.ons, 
each of which is subdivided into regiments, 
companies, and platoons, with ‘(ae all armies 





| verse. 


have) a goodly number of women (Godly ones) 
attached to each corps. Ali these are under 
able and experienced commanders, who see 
that they are properly drilled and disciplined 
before they take the field; one party is then 
sent off to convert the heathen for the sake of 
appearances } a second party is sent off to scour 
the country, and a third mounts the pulpit, and 
the remainder are set up as printers aud book« 


'‘ seHers, and thus like a pestilence, ower he 


land; not to scatter blessings amogst theidis- 
tressed, root out ignorance, (as somebody wise- 
ly said of them.) or diffuse the lights:of know}- 
edge, to enoble the age, or amend. menkind ; 
not to break the chains o! slavery, or téach 


‘man his religigus or political duties, or culti- 


vate the arts or sciences, no; quite the re- 
Their object and their interest is to 
plunge mankind into ignorance, to make him 
a bigot, a fanatick, a hypocrite, a heathen, to 
hate every sect but his own, (the orthodox, ) to 
shut his eyes against the truth, harden his 
heart against the distress of hie fellow man, 
and purchase heaven by his money. This is 
the business of those pious young men; and to 
this end {as I shall soon make it appear) are 
those millions of dollars appropriated, which 
are wrung from ignorance and poverty. Is there 
no help; High heavens! Shades of our fathers ; 


| must this fair land, purchased with your blood, 


be wrested from us by a low ignorant rabble ! 
Why talk of the delusions of blue laws, Hart- 


| ford conventions, and witchcraft? ‘This is the 
' worst of all crafts. 


But let us look after these 
pivus young men. I said they were divided 
into brigades, battalions, regiments, Gompa- 
nies, and platoons—these platoons are so many 
foraging parties scouring the country, entering 
cities, towns and villages—they range regular- 
ly through every street. enter every house, beg 
of every individual in it, from the master to 
the scullion, the smallest child does not escape 
them; they go into oyster cellars, barbers’ 
shops, shoe blacks, and sailors do not miss 
them ; they creep into widows hovels, and the 
orphans shed, like the frogs of Egypt; they 
stop the traveller on his journey, and beg of 
the way-faring man ; they sneek in at kitchen 
coors, lost to all sense of shame, and cajole ig- 
norant cooks,chambermaids, and scul!on boys. 
They preach up Juggernaut, (the true Jugger- 
naut is amongst ourselves,) and draw such pic- 
tures of heathens going to bell by thousands, 
that they frighten ignorant women and child- 
ren into compliance. They will take no de- 
nial, ** you will go to hell if you do not give 
money to spread the gospel ;”’ some will take 
out their watch and give the peuple so many 
minutes to consider upon the matter, and ia 
case of refusal, everlasting torments in hell is 
denounced against them. ‘Qh, sir, I have 
but one dollar to buy me clothes, indeed sir I 
cannot spere it.” Oh give it, to send the 

pel to the heathen, and trust tothe Lord. Why 
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don’t they trust tothe Lord 1 No! They trust 
to the cash ; thus they wring the last cent from 
poor ‘silly girls, who in many instances are 
sent to the grave by weartug. a thin dress in 
winter ; duped of their hard earn ngs (which 
would have clothed them comfortably.) by those 
pious y.ungmen. ‘“ Give as you would wish 
you had when you come to die, don’t you read 
that Christ says go into all nations and preach 
the *yospel? (Christ said take ye neither 
script nor purse.) When we go to the heath- 


en, the heathen say, ““ Why did you not come ! 


to us sooner ? Thousands of us have died and 
gone to Hell for want of the gospel.” This 
is downright blasphemy against God, and if he 
could be els in ns providence for want 
of money ; if he has the power to save souls, 
and will not do it without Fobbing the poor— 
in other words, without being paid for it, he 
is worse than Juggernaut; any one who can 
swallow such an absurdity as this, we pro- 
neunce him more ignorant than the heathen. 








RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, NEW SERIES. 

We have received the first number of the 8th vo- 
lume of this paper, the first of the new series much im- 
proved in a}-pearance and in size. The paper is pub- 
lished at Hartford, Conn. by Menzies Rayner and edi- 
ted dy Menzies Rayner and Lucius R. Paige. It is 
issued weekly on a full sheet, quarto, at $2,00 a year, 
if paid in advance, to which 50 cents will be added if 
not paid within the first six months. From the speci- 
mers we have before had of the abilities of the editors, 
and fré8Y What we'have in the number before us, we 
have .no doubt the Religious Inquirer will be one of 
the’ midst useful papers in the connexion. We trust its 
former patrons will continue their support, and we 
hope the friends of liberal sentiments everywhere will 
encourage its editors, by a liberal patronage. MayGod 
prosper the editors in their benevolent exertions, and 
give the reward for their labours, which they seem so 
earnestly to desire—the triumph of truth. 





“ Priest-craft cxposed and primitive Christianity 
defended.” —This is the title of a paper published at 
Lockport, Niagara county, N. Y. It is published 
monthly on a full sheet about the size of the Advo- 
cate,and makes a volume of 192 pages for one dollar. 
Its design as expressed in the title, is to expose the 
various plans in ugitation for aggrandizing the priest- 
hood— to lay opeu clerical impositions and to reca!l 
the attention of {he people io the pure principles of 
the Gospel. It is conducted with a good share oi 
talent and we wish it much success. We have recei- 
ved the prospectus for the second volume and are 
highly pleased with the independent course the edi- 
tore pledge themselves to follow. We would that 
there were thousands of liberal publications where 
thera is now but one. EpiTor. 


“* Star in the West.”—This is a paper published at 
Eaton, Ohio, by J. Kidweli and D. D. Hall. It is 
published monthly: on a half sheet, about the sized 





sheet as the one on which ours is printed. Price one 
dollar a year. 

This paper is devoted to the cause of God’s Impar- 
tial Love. It is conducted with ability, and when 
it is enlarged, as we understand it is intended to be, 
it will be eminently useful in dispelling the darkness 
which our eastern bigots are endeavouring to cast 
over the wertern horizon. 

We wish the editors success, We say to them be 
prepared; the orthodox discomfited at the east are 
now rolling their huge torrent to the west. But we 
have much confidence in the west. The iriends of lib- 
eral sentiment, in Ohio and oiher western states, are 
numerous. We say to them stand firm, ready to re- 
pel any invasion upon their religious liberty. —Ep. 





Rerentance.—No subject is more talked, preach- 
eh and written about than repentance, and, as it gen- 
erally happens in such cases. probably no subject in 
religion is less understood. ** You must repent,” is the 
cry from every quarter,and by those too who have not 
the least conception of the import of the term. We 
recommend as an antidote to this evil the sermon from 
Br. A. H. Curtis, which we publish in this number. 
We trust it will be read with satisfaction, by all who 
wish to become acquainte.1 with the gospel of Christ. 





OBITUARY.—We have the melancholy task tono- 
tice the death of our friend Gersnom TUTTLE, one 
of the former proprietors of the Gospel Advocate. He 
died of an inflamation of the brain, at Westmoreland, 
Oneida county, on the 24th Feb. ult. Hus health had 
been delicate for some time, but he was able to attend 
business, and was engaged at the time procuring sub- 
scribers for the Advocate, and in settiin,;- his accounts 
in the publishing department. He was suddzaly at- 
tacked, and lingered but a few days. He was speech- 
less seme days before his death, but appeared compo- 
sod and seemed to meet the messenger death with 
calmness and resignation. He has gone in the midst 
of his usefulness. The great Parent called, why we 
know not, but though we weep his loss, we trust we 
shall meet him where death is unknown. 





ADDITIONAL AGENTS.* 


Luther Couch, Hume, Allegany co. N. Y. 
Abner Adams, Pike, Allegany co. N. Y.— 
S. S. Sheldon, Wilson, Niagara co. N. Y.— 
Samuel Gillis, Esq. P. M. Clermontville, Pa. 
Capt. Elijah Deeken, Nanticoke, Broome co. 
N. Y.—H. W. Standart, Monroeville, Huron 
co. Ohio— Samuel Russell, Esq. P. M. Alfred, 
Allegany co. N. Y —James D. Ford, Newark, 
Wayne co. N. Y.—C. Howell, Elmira, Tioga 
co. N. ¥Y.—Levi Davis, Esq. P. M. Green- 

wood, Steuben co. N. Y.—Sidney Drake, Lud- 
lowville, Tompkins co. N. Y.— Geo. H. Pat- 
ye eo Onondaga co. N. ¥Y.—James N. 

Avere, Esq. P. M. Truxville, Richland county, 
O 
i7*Wecortinue to publish additional agents. Those 
editors whose papers are circumscribed in their circu- 
lation will know where to send. 
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FROM THE CAYUGA PATRIOT. 
BENEVOLENCBE. 


How sympathetick is thy soul, 
Benevolence divine ! 

How mild and gentile thy control— 
Thy influence how benign ! 

From thee those tears of pity flow, 

That scften and assuage our woe. 


Thy sensibility is keen, 
When sorrow drops a tear ;— 

Thou mak’st her iurrow’d checks serene, 
‘yy words ai ay her fear. 

Thy smiles a newiog balm iv yart— 

A cordial that revives the heart. 


Thy Lib’ral hand affords relief 
To mis*ry worn aad pale ; 

Thy bosom throbs wien sighing grief 
Relates her tragick tale: 

Then shali thy sympathies awake 

To bind the heart which sorrows break. 


Philanthropy, thy sister kind, 
Doth ail thy goodness share ; 
With thine her labours are combin’d 
To banish grief and care. 
Howarp that gen’rous flame possess’'d— 
It glow’d within his manly breast. 


To the afflicted and forlorn, 
The kind reliet he gave, 

And e’en the wretch expos’d to scorn, 
His pity deign’d to save. 

The suffering captive he reliev’d, 

And joy’d the heart that long had griev’d. 


When Innocence is sore oppress’d, 
Or suffering Virtue grieves, 

Thy presence gives the sufferer rest, 
And ev’ry pang relieves. 

The wretched outcast vile and poor, 

Is never driven from thy door. 


On him thou dost thy gifts bestow, 
With sympathy sincere ; 

And down his vissage cause to flow 
The tributary tear, 

With gratitude his heart is warm’d, 

His eye is with thy bounty charm‘d. 


The hapless wretuh whom, for his guilt, 
Stern Justice dooms to die— 

For him thy tender }eart will melt, 
Thy bosom heave a sigh. 

His follies thou wouldst fain forgive, 

And bid the malefactor live. 


The widow’s and the orphan’s prayer, 
Is ne’er despis’d by thee; 
Thou mak’st it thy peculiar care 
T’ assuage their misery ; 
While tott’ring age with hoary hairs, 
Thy ready bounty freely shares. 


Sweet Seraph of celestiai form, 
Who dost our pains beguile ; 
Adversity thou canst disarm, 
Make sickness wear a smile,-— 
Thy voice revives the drooping soul, 
And bids her sorrow cease to flow. 


Benevolence, with thy pure flame, 
O cause my heart to glow ; 
Teaeh me to venerate thy name, 
And all thy virtues know— 
Thy sacred virtues that afford 


A lasting and a sure reward, J.M.D. 


Yes, Lady, thou wilt die—That lip of snow 
And that pale brow foretell thy early lot ; 
The wing of death is o’er thee—thou wilt go 
Where broken hearts and blighted flowers are not. 
Thou art too beautiful to linger where 
The rainbow brightens but to meit away, 
And the sweet sounds, that wander on the air, 
But swell the dirge of sorrow and decay, 
Yes thou wilt die. Thy spiril soon will leave 
his dull co!d exile for its place on high, 
| And like a br’zht clowd on a summer eve, 
; _ Melt in the deeper glories of the sky ; 
| Thy home will be where bluer skies are glassed 
{In bri;hter streams mid Love's undying bowers, 
Acd whore the wins of ruin uever passed, 
Nor serpents writhed round Passion’s sweetes flow’rs, 
Aye thou wilt die—and I shall linger here, 
When al! the blossoms of the heart are fled, 
To muse on thee, aid mourn with bitter tear 
The coid, the lost, the beautiful, ‘he dead ;— 
And as infe’s stars in loneliness depart, 
Thy memory still, amid the deepning gioem, 
Will shine upon tne ruins.of my heart, 
Like a lone fire-fly on the midnight tomb. G, 








LIFE. 
BY MRS. HALE. 


God, thou hast fixed the date of man, 
And who would lengthen out his span ? 

' Enough of pains, and toils, and feare, 
Meet in the round of seventy years : 
Aad earth must like a desert spread, 

; When all life’s flowers are piucked or dead, 

' One year—the season’s changes o’er— 

Whai would a t!.ousand teach us more? 

Fach hath its garlands and its gloom, 

Its joyous festiva: aad doom ; 

And ancient lyre, and modern lay, 

Chant the same strain to welcome May. 

*Tis day upon the eastern hills, 

But shade, deep shade, yon valley fills,— 

And thus, let centuries pass arrayed 

In robe of mist, half night half shade, 

Will morning come and wake the throng, 

That plod life’s beaten path along. 

And see old night her crown pat on, 
Undimmed as when o’er Babylon 
She wooed the Magi’s thoughful eye 
To trace the starry page on high ; 

And this the sky hath ever shone, 

As bright, as boundless, as unknown 

And man is weak and wayward still, 
As proud to plan,as prone to ill— 

The vaunting knowledge he acquires 

Is but the wisdom of his sires, 

And stili from age to age the same, 

The chase of pleasure, wealth and fame. 

And who would be a slave, and dwell 

Forever ina dungeon cell, 
Counting the iinks that form his ehnin? 
Such is the soul that would retain 
The fetters earth's Gull prison hinds, 

To check the flight of deathless minds. 

KP The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator, 
is published every other Saturday, by U.F. Dous.epar, 
(to whom all ietters and communications must be ad- 
dressed, post paid,) at. $1 50 per annum, payable in 
advance. to be increased to $2 00, if not paid within 
six months, 
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